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Goals for this Session:

To explore: 
• what good engagement in place-based 

projects looks / feels like from the 
perspective of children and young people; 

• Why engagement is important;

• Why different ages and settings require 
different approaches;

• How to recognise / ensure ‘good’ practice; 

• Using the Places for Everyone toolkit

• Fears and prejudices, and strategies to 
overcome them.



APiC: A brief intro

1

Good Placemaking 
from the Child’s 
Perspective      
(group activity) 

2

Key Considerations
when codesigning 
with Children and 
Young People

3

Improving Practice
to ensure good 
placemaking          
(group activity)

4

The Structure of this Session:



1. APiC: A Brief Introduction 



A Place in Childhood (APiC)



A Collective Leadership 
Approach

• Service. 

• Open-ended. 

• Non-interpretative. 

• Youth-verified outcomes. 

• Collaborative process.



Experiential Codesign



Experiential Codesign



2. Good Placemaking from the 
Child’s Perspective



WHAT’S GOOD?: 
What is best or 
important about your 
favourite place to 
play, and why? 

1

WHAT COULD BE 
BETTER?: What 
things would improve 
it for local children 
for access and play, 
and why?

2

PRIORITY ACTIONS?: 
Which is your most 
important 
improvement, and 
why?

3

ENGAGEMENT?: 
How would you like 
to be updated or 
involved in 
developments, and 
why? 

4

Experiential Codesign
(group activity) 



Foundation 1: Improved access 
for walking, wheeling, and cycling



Foundation 2: Create space to 
pause, stay, and play



3. Key Considerations



• Step 1: Project Briefing 

• Step 2: Children and young 
people conduct a Tour

• Step 3: Sharing and Mapping 
Experiences

• Step 4: Discussing and 
agreeing priorities for action, 
and future engagement

Reviewing the Method



Developmental Psychology: Stages



Developmental Psychology: Affordances
AFFORDANCE:

Psychology

the qualities or properties of an object or 
environment that define its possible uses 



Kyttä’s (2006) Framework of Child-friendliness

Developmental Psychology: Affordances



• A useful starting 
point and reflective 
tool – is this really 
meaningful 
participation?

• Not the whole 
picture –
participation is an 
ongoing project.

Developmental Psychology: Autonomy

Hart’s Ladder



The Policy Context:



Article 12

The right to participate in decision-making

The UNCRC:



Article 15

The right to gather in place

The UNCRC:



Article 31

The right to participate in place

The UNCRC:





4. Improving Practice



PRACTICE: What are 
the most important 
considerations when 
facilitating codesign 
with children and young 
people, and why?

1

REGULATION: What are 
the most important 
measures to take to 
ensure you or your 
commission facilitates 
good placemaking, and 
why?

2

BARRIERS: What, if any, 
is the biggest barrier -a 
fear, concern, 
institutional constraint 
etc- to implementing 1 
and 2, and why?

3

REMEDIES: What would 
need to happen or 
change to overcome 
the barrier you stated 
in 3?

4

Harvesting Insights on Improvement
(group activity) 



Jenny.Wood@aplaceinchildhood.org

Jamie.Hamilton@aplaceinchildhood.org

THANK-YOU!

mailto:Jenny.wood@aplaceinchildhood.org
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