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GRACQ – Who are we ? 
• NGO that advocates for cyclists since 1975 

• + 17.000 members in Brussels and Wallonia (FR) 

• + 70 groups active on the local level (municipalities) 

 



GRACQ – Who are we ? 
• Our goal : to make cycling safer and easier for everyone  

• Our missions :  

• Lobbying > better infrastructures, better rules for cyclists, less cars… 

• Communication/education > cyclists’ rights and rules, promotion of cycling, 
cohabitation between road users 

• training program for volunteers > how to cycle in trafic, cycling infrastructure, social 
media & press, how to be effective as a group… 

 



Brussels-Capital Region 
• 161 km² 

• Population : 1.2 million people 

• 2 languages : FR & NL 

• 1 region & 19 municipalities  

 



Good Move – Brussels Mobility Plan 
(March 2020) 

• By 2030 : 

o -25% car traffic  

o cycling trips x4 

 

• January 2021: 30km/h is the 
new 50! 

• 50 low traffic neighbourhoods 
(no through traffic) 

• Specialized networks for each 
mode of transport > Bicycle 
PLUS network  



Bicycle PLUS network 



March 2020: lockdown in Belgium 

 

 

• 85% reduction in car traffic 

• Raise in cycling  



 

 

• Need for green areas 

• Physical distance  

• Narrow pavements & cycle paths 

Lack of space for pedestrians & cyclists 



Reclaiming space for people ! 

Citizens asked for : 

 

• Car-free zones (around parks) 

• Residential zones on local  

streets  

• Bicycle lanes on major roads 

 

> Good Move as the base ! 



Car-free zones around parks  



The « Bois de la Cambre » case 

• a park for cars or a park for people ? 

• Summer 2020 : closed to cars 

• Now : open partially to cars on week days 

• Mobility study in progress 

 



Residential zones 

• Max. 20 km/h – pedestrians 
can use the whole street 

• Mainly road signs 
• City center = residential zone 

(temporary) 
 



Residential zones 



Cycle paths on major roads 



Bicycle PLUS network (2019 situation) 

• Lack of connection – missing 

links 

• Lack of safety on crossroads   

• Inadequate cycling infrastructure 
 



Pop up cycle lanes 
• No public consultation  

o reversible  

o two years test 

• Shortage of concrete blocks/ plants containers 

• Car traffic disappeared during the lockdown, but not 

parked cars ! 



Rue de la Loi 





More space for cyclists, but… 
• No consultation  

• Safety at crossroads 

• Protection from car traffic 

• Consistency/continuity 
o Some steps backs  

o Some municipalities refused the « covid cycle 

lanes » on their territory 

o Lack of clarity (for cyclists, but also for car drivers) 

 



Evaluation 

• 71% of satisfaction amongst users.   

o lack segragation (from car traffic but also 

from public transport) 

o Disconnected cycle lanes (network)  

o Lack of continuity/consistency 

 

• 85% of dissatisfaction amongst non users 

o Suppression of car lanes > more 

congestion, loss of time 

 

• Reasons to begin to cycle/ cycle more (top 3): 

• Pratice a physical activity 

• New infrastructures 

• Avoid public transports 

 

 



Communication 



Bicycle PLUS network (situation 2021) 

• 33% >  3% 

• 32% >  10% 

• 35% >  13% 
 



To the next level ! 
• Tactical infrastructure : 

• Quick & cheap  

• Reversible – test in real condition 

> Help to developp a better & long term solution 

 

 

2017 

2009 

2019 



To the next level ! 
• Make the pop up bicycle lanes permanent 

> functional, pleasant, future-proofed  

• Secure crossroads  

• Improve public space for everyone 

• Address the on-street parking issue ! 

 

 

 



Key ingredients  

Time   

Planning – 

Good Move 

Strong political will 

 

Citizens / road users 

organizations must be 

involved (> support) 

Communication Evaluation > 

improvement  



Keep in mind… 
• Be ambitious > build for the future ! 

• Reducing car traffic and speed = safe & 

pleasant environnement 

• Resistance is part of change  
 



QUESTIONS ? 


